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GOOD PARTICIPATORY PRACTICE (GPP) GUIDELINES

The Good Participatory Practice (GPP) Guidelines for Biomedical HIV Prevention Trials are guidelines for trial implementers a nd sponsors that describe how they should effectively engage
with communities when conducting biomedical HIV prevention trials. The GPP Guidelines were published by UNAIDS and AVAC in No  vember, 2007.

AV A 6 BASELINE SURVEY ON GOOD PARTICIPATORY PRACTICE (GPP) GUIDELINES

AVAC conducted an online survey over the course of two months in early 2009 to gauge biomedical HIV prevention stakeholder aw areness and utilization of the GPP guidelines, attitudes
around community engagement in biomedical HIV prevention trials, and to identify gaps in achieving appropriate community enga gement.

METHODOLOGY

The survey was designed to gather baseline awareness and utilization of the
GPP guidelines by biomedical HIV prevention trial stakeholders. Respon-
dent categories included: (1) staff at trial sponsor organizations and staff at
trial network head quarters; (2) staff at trial sites globally; (3) staff at civil
soclety organizations and interested community members. The online sur-
vey was distributed to stakeholders using listservs, email, and website post-
Ings, and was available in English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish. Survey
Monkey was used to capture data and Excel was used to analyze the data.
Survey respondents were asked to respond as individuals and anony-
mously to encourage frank feedback. Responses reflect individual opinions
of staff at sponsor sites, trial network headquarters, trial sites, community
organizations, as well as opinions of community members and are not offi-
cial responses by established stakeholder entities.

RESULTS
GPP Awareness

More that half the respondents had heard of
GPP guidelines. Further efforts need to be
made to disseminate and educate stakeholders
on the GPP guidelines.
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Sponsor Expectations Around Community Engagement and Provision of

Community Engagement Guidance to Sites

Data suggests that sponsors do expect their trial sites to work collaboratively with communities. However, there
IS a gap between that expectation and whether sites are provided with guidelines and also whether they are re-
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Stakeholders were asked what might improve their ability to work better
with communities and trial sites.
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Implementing the Minimum Elements of GPP
While many sites have written community engagement plans and have CABS, there Is room for improvement.
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CONCLUSION

While awareness of the GPP guidelines Is increasing, efforts must continue to orient stakeholders to their content and build support for their adoption by trial sponsors.
Survey results indicate that although there is a high level of reported interest in community engagement across stakeholders, trial sites need more funds and support to
appropriately implement the minimum elements of Good Participatory Practice.




