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induced by different candidates or vaccine 

components (vectors, immunogens, etc.)? What 

are the characteristics of different immunogens  

in vivo? What insert designs are best at eliciting 

broad responses?

The field must also continue conducting  

AIDS vaccine research in humans. This means 

developing an agenda for human discovery trials. 

It also means heeding calls for more stringent 

criteria for advancing candidates into and through 

human clinical trials. However, even with  

concerted efforts to standardize and expand  

the range of assays used to evaluate candidates, 

there’s still no way of predicting with certainty 

what level of protection will be provided to  

humans. In the absence of a correlate of protection, 

this will always be the case. This is one reason 

why human clinical trials are essential. 

It’s also important to remember that the data 

looking at potential correlates of immune  

response and control of viral load in the STEP 

trial are just beginning to emerge. While it is  

clear that MRK-Ad5 was not an effective vaccine, 

data from the trial may provide clues about the 

types of immune responses associated with better 

control of viral setpoint.

Instead of debating whether clinical trials have  

a role in AIDS vaccine discovery, there should  

be an ongoing discussion geared towards the  

question “What’s the suite of studies that’s 

needed, at this time, to help guide development 

of better vaccine candidates?” There may not be 

one answer that fits the agendas of all the different 

players in the field—and that diversity of views  

is a good thing. But all trials, including the 

proposed PAVE 100 trial efficacy of a DNA-Ad5 

combination (see page 28) must be considered  

in light of this question. 

Some movement on this front is already underway. 

The HIV Vaccine Trials Network (HVTN) is 

developing a fleet of discovery trials that its leader, 

Larry Corey, described to AVAC as geared towards 
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