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The COVID-19 pandemic has dramatically transformed how research and development can happen. We
have seen potential new COVID-19 treatments, vaccines and other prevention options move into human
trials with unprecedented speed and with strong, innovative global collaboration. But at the same time,
we’ve heard politicians and national leaders tout unproven treatment and prevention options.

It is essential to state clearly: There are currently no approved treatments, cures, vaccines or other
biomedical prevention options for COVID-19. Treatment and prevention options are needed across the
globe, and ethical and inclusive research and development is critical to meet this need.

Everyone is impacted by the SARS Coronavirus 2, the causative agent of COVID-19 disease. The virus
knows no borders and doesn’t care about our social circumstances. Yet early data is exemplifying that
underlying health inequities persist with COVID-19 along racial and socioeconomic lines. Research to
find solutions to the pandemic must take into account the social, economic, racial, gender and
geographic inequities that exist for both individuals and communities where research takes place and
pay particular attention to those who are most vulnerable, in whatever community or country they live.

A recent interview with two French researchers speculating about the possibility of doing COVID-19
research in Africa—and suggesting it might be more efficient to conduct research where people might
be “more exposed to the virus”—is repugnant. History is littered with examples of the most
marginalized communities being exploited “in the name of research”, and no crisis, no matter how dire,
should send us back to the times that have exhibited the worst of our humanity.

We know it is possible to conduct ethical research quickly and safely, but only when those participating
in research and the communities where the research is happening are central to the process, as codified
in the UNAIDS/AVAC Good Participatory Practice Guidelines.

COVID-19 research is an essential, global priority. As HIV and global health advocates, we know that an
inclusive, cooperative response is needed to address an international crisis. We are especially happy to
see the announcement of the COVID-19 Clinical Research Coalition, a new global effort to accelerate
COVID-19 clinical research in resource-limited settings.

As research moves forward, individuals must be given clear information about the potential risks and
benefits of study participation; trial communities must be meaningfully involved in developing and
implementing study protocols; product developers must make concerted and genuine efforts to ensure
historically underrepresented groups be included in clinical trials and have a comprehensive product
development plan for all populations who may benefit from a potential product as well as a clear
commitment to delivering access for all; and research must follow the World Health Organization’s Good
Participatory Practice for Trials of Emerging Pathogens (GPP-EP).

We call on researchers, pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, regulators, policy makers, and
funders of COVID-19 research to commit to upholding globally agreed-upon ethical and Good
Participatory Practice standards for research. We also call on them to commit to ensuring rapid and
equitable access to proven COVID-19 treatments, diagnostics, vaccines and other prevention options for
people worldwide. If anyone is left behind, everyone is vulnerable.


https://www.avac.org/good-participatory-practice
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30798-4/fulltext
https://www.avac.org/resource/good-participatory-practice-guidelines-trials-emerging-and-re-emerging-pathogens%C2%A0-are
https://www.avac.org/resource/good-participatory-practice-guidelines-trials-emerging-and-re-emerging-pathogens%C2%A0-are
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