Patchwork of Prevention for Women: Oral PrEP and the Dapivirine Ring

Who gets what?

In the next 12 months,
participants in the ring
efficacy studies will get
extended access to the ring
via open-label studies. In
three out of four of the
countries where this is
planned, PreP is also rolling
out for women—albeit in
different districts or
provinces. This means a lost
opportunity to find out
women’s preferences and to
introduce multiple
prevention concepts at the
same time. Specifically,
South Africa, Uganda and
Zimbabwe are all offering
PrEP and continuing
open-label trials of the ring.
All three are offering PrEP
via the PEPFAR DREAMS
initiative. South Africa has
a range of other PrEP
projects for women
underway. Only Malawi,
which is host to ring OLEs,
is unlikely to have any

PrEP programming in that
same timeframe. It’s
important to note that the
PEPFAR DREAMS program is
different from the planned
DREAM open-label extension
trial of the Ring.
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Uganda

For now, the only PrEP access is via DREAMS-
supported PrEP demonstration projects in 18-24
year-old female sex workers and other high-risk young
women. Women in the ASPIRE trial will receive the
dapivirine ring.

Malawi

Malawi is the one country where follow-on work for the
dapivirine ring is planned in the same districts where
DREAMS is operating. There is the opportunity to
investigate women’s preferences, but Malawi has no
plans to implement PrEP for now.

Zimbhabhwe
DREAMS is providing support to expand PrEP access to
sex workers, building on the ongoing SAPPH-Ire Study.

South Africa

Rollout is starting with PrEP programs for sex workers,
with a range of projects planned or underway both via
DREAMS and other implementers.
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