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Global PrEP landscape – 9 years in

Source: AVAC Global PrEP Tracker, Q4 2021, 

https://data.prepwatch.org/ 
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Approx. total PrEP initiations: 1,785,713



Global trends in oral PrEP uptake

▪ Global cumulative PrEP 

initiations have increased 16-

fold in approximately 5 years –

from 107,614 in Q4 2016 to 

1,785,713 in Q4 2021

▪ About 69% of cumulative 

global PrEP initiations, or 

1,238,131, were in sub-

Saharan Africa (SSA) as of 

Q4 2021 – a stark increase 

compared to earlier years 

▪ Over 862,000 initiations in 

2021 alone, comprising 48% of 

total initiations over the past 5 

years



Country trends in oral PrEP uptake

▪ Five countries in SSA have 

surpassed 100,000 PrEP 

initiations, accounting for 69% 

initiations in the region

▪ South Africa and Kenya were 

two of the earliest adopters with 

national programs scaling up 

over time

▪ Zambia, Uganda and Nigeria 

have seen steep growth from 

2020-2021; they have quickly 

scaled up due to robust PEPFAR 

support and ambitious targets. 

Nearly 100% of initiations in 

these countries were PEPFAR-

driven

Kenya, 
127,904

South 
Africa, 
164,537

Zambia, 202,704

Uganda, 
188,474

Nigeria, 
173,632
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Trajectory of Countries with Most PrEP Initiations in SSA, 2016-2021
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