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Dear Editor

ALLOW me to comment
on the kind of attitude that
1 think has contributed to
making this country poor.
We celebrate negativity
too much. When Flames
lose, we clap hands and
say, boastfully, “I knew
it When someone fails in
their personal or individual
pursuit, we go out on the
hilltop and proclaim “Amati

atani”.

Sadly, this spirit has
gone on even to the level
of government. Every time
2 new administration is in,
we celebrate when things
are not going right. ‘When
President Joyce Banda took
over in April 2012, many
Malawians blew the trumpet
and declared themselves
prophets when the cost of
living skyrocketed following
the massive devaluation of
the kwacha.

Throughout her period,
we went on to undermine
the administration of Joyce
Banda to the extent that
some argued that a woman
was incapable of running
the country. Of course, there
were deficiencies in her
governing style but are we
really honest that a woman
cannot be president in this
country or we were just
feeding on ill-will that scems
to consume most of us?

column are that
of the writers
and not of the

this

e

administration headed by
President Peter Mutharika.
He is only six months in
charge but we have already
started pointing fingers
because of the inflation,
because of water shortages
in Blantyre City, because ofa
few industrial actions for pay
rises and a few other things.

Are we really serious
that anyone would come

into this country and correct -

all the deep-seated malaise
in a fortright? 1 was even
shocked to see that attitude
in a letter published in this
newspaper last week when
some health rights activist
lashed at the Peter Mutharika
administration as not being
different from his late
brother’s reign and for not

- offering hope to Malawians.

- Are our consciences really
“clear when we are making
- some of these ‘accusations?

- But, of course, 1 am not
 surprised with this position
 taken on this administration

‘and the previous

_ administrations, Malawians

Now we have a new
Dear Editor,

AS Malawi joins others in

commemorating World Aids

Day, it is important that as 2

country we take stock of how.

we have fared in our national
HIV response. >
Looking baci
ast 30 years of HIV, th
country
strides in controlling its
epidemic: The number of

Aids related deaths has gone

down as more Malawians
living with HIV are now

on antiretroviral treatment |

(ART). As of last year, the
total number of people on

ART was 472,865, with

102,856 initiated in 2013

alone, refl i

in treatment rollout. .
Malawi has become

mother to child H
transmission and_

global leader in reducins
1
a

acceleration

implemented Option B+, i

where pregnant and lactating
HIV-positive women are
offered HIV treatment f
life. :

As

d quickly scalu
tary medical male
(VMMC

| funder HIV programming,
including VMMC, th
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1o solutions.
As individual citizens, we

will hardly acknowledge
i ( ing  need to change this defeatist

good things someone isdoing - |

‘and they will be the first attitude. Only when we doso

to criticise when things g0 shall we together find ways
ino * that would make the Flames 2

wrong instead of contributing -

SUBJECTS OF UNNECESSARY CRITICISM? — Peter
' love to see others fail. They :
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Mutharika and Joyce Banda
continental force. Only when
we change our attitude shall

we play our part in helping
different administrations

for this country deliver

according to the dreams of

Aalawi should accelera

- given to the accelerated pace. - su . :
over the last year. According is such an important
" to Pepfar, Malawi’s leading question especially at a time

we continue t0 hear
is going to
VMMC

has proven difficult in

ed ,.Malawi,inpanb;caus_cit’sa
‘country that does not practice
 traditional male circumcision.

, als ed political
ill and funding. ;
VMMC is central to

tain this pace or eyen

for prevention

Write to:
Editor

The Daily Times
‘P/Bag 39
Blantyre

Email:
fytimes @onitimes.com

the nation. Negativity will
take us nowhere.

Edwin Dzonzi,

‘Blantyre

MMC

(Preventionvof Mother to
Child Transmission) and
HTC (HIV Testing and
Counseling). %
As we focus on realising
UNAids’ goal of Getting to

 Zero New Infections, Malawi
~ needs to achieve universal

access to all sqientiﬁcally
proven prevention tools.
VMMC is one of our most

_powerful interventions that

 Strategy, it needs to become

‘a fun‘diu% priority as well.

Specifically, advocates call
training of i

forthe and salaries

 for more health providers

to carry out circumcision
and for investment in

. infrastructure and demand

As global funding move

enti ies, can

© we begin to talk about ending
 the epidemic. i
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