
Community Engagement through GPP Guidance  

Ntando Yola 

(Community Engagement Lead) 



We are turning…

2004

2007

2011



Where We Are

Western Cape -
Cape Town 

Eastern Cape –
East London 



Who and What Matters

People Communities 

Human Rights  Health 



The Research 



Recognizing multi-facets of HIV / TB / STIs / Health



GPP Considers Context 



Therefore CE…

Community engagement (CE) is the process of 
working collaboratively with community groups to 
address issues that impact the well-being of those 
groups. 





Ethical & Human Rights Framework



• Ensure consultation with civil organisations. 

• Establishment of Community Advisory Boards (CABs) at all phases of the 

trial.

o Advocate for human rights 

o Promote ethical conduct in clinical research; 

o Contribute to addressing and resolving grievances about the research 

process; 

o Give advice on accrual and retention of trial participants and 

o Voice concerns around the development, implementation and  outcomes 

studies. 

• Ensure information flow mechanisms are developed:

• Between investigators and participating communities; 

• Communities are educated on the aspects of research before recruitment 

begins. 

South African GOOD CLINICAL PRACTICE (GCP) 
Guidelines:



A range of guiding frameworks 

… build mutually beneficial, sustained relationships
between trial funders, sponsors, and implementers and
other stakeholders that are transparent and respectful, 
that address interests of community stakeholders, and 
that support the conduct of scientifically rigorous and 
ethical biomedical HIV prevention trials.

Community engagement must meet the needs of 
the populations and/or communities affected by the 
research, strengthening the community’s role and 
capacity to actively address research priorities and 
helping to ensure the development and 
implementation of relevant, feasible, and ethical 
research.

Recommendations for Community  Involvement in National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID) HIV/AIDS Clinical Trials Research:  HANC (2014)  





GPP is not just a CAB



Community advisory boards (CABs), 
also referred to as community advisory groups (CAGs), are a common
example of a formal stakeholder advisory mechanism. 

They are composed of individuals or stakeholder representatives and provide 
an independent advisory voice. 

They facilitate community stakeholder participation and involvement
in the research process.



Community Liaison Forum 

Meets monthly

Made up of

Community Liaison officer or designated 
from each DTHF site or project 



DTHF/C Community engagement  



Central to HIV / TB 


