
$,'6 5elief�� the first maMor gloEal fXnding 
initiatiYe for +,9� 7his Xnprecedented health 
program has poXred significant fXnding into 

+,9 preYention� care� and treatment and 
health s\stems strengthening in deYeloping 
nations� 6ince ����� the 8�6� goYernment� 
throXgh 3(3)$5� has committed more 
than ���� million to the +,9 response in 
/esotho� 

3(3)$5 is the Eiggest commitment from 
an\ coXntr\ to tacNle a single disease� saYing 
oYer �� million liYes gloEall\ and cXtting 
neZ infections E\ more than half� $roXnd 
the same time as 3(3)$5� the *loEal 
)Xnd Zas set Xp to gather resoXrces from 
goYernments� philanthrop\� and the priYate 
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+,9 donor fXnding has made the difference 
in tacNling the +,9 crisis� saYing liYes� and 
pXshing the Zorld closer to an +,9�free 
fXtXre� ,n ���� Zorld leaders pledged to end 
$,'6 E\ ���� Zith the goals of ]ero neZ 
+,9 infections� ]ero $,'6�related deaths� 
and ]ero stigma and discrimination� 

8ntil ZeeNs ago� /esotho Zas on its Za\ 
to achieYing these goals� +oZeYer� liNe a 
pXnch to the gXt� the neZ 86 administration 
Xnder 3resident 7rXmp Xshered in orders 
Zith sZeeping and destrXctiYe potential for 
oXr +,9 programs�

%acN in the da\� getting +,9� the caXse of 
$,'6� prett\ mXch meant a death sentence� 
1oZada\s� people Zorr\ most aEoXt the 
stigma� 6ometimes Ze forget hoZ lXcN\ Ze 
are�  

$t the tXrn of the centXr\� $,'6�
related deaths Zere sN\�high� especiall\ 
in soXthern and eastern $frica� 3oYert\ 
Zorsened� as families drained their saYings 
on medical Eills� leading to a loss of assets� 
,n a strXggling coXntr\ liNe /esotho� getting 
+,9 Zas Easicall\ a ticNet to Eecoming an 
ancestor� 1o MoNe�

7hen came ����� Zhen the hardest hit 
nations got a lifeline� thanNs to former 8�6� 
3resident *eorge :� %Xsh� Zho laXnched 
3(3)$5 �3resident·s (mergenc\ 3lan for 

Will Trump 
derail HIV/
AIDS fight?

sector to sXpport programs in coXntries hit 
hardest E\ +,9� malaria and tXEercXlosis 
and more recentl\ &29,'��� and 0po[� 
7he 8�6� is historicall\ also the Eiggest 
donor to the *loEal )Xnd� %oth 3(3)$5 
and the *loEal )Xnd Zere created to meet 
the Xrgent need for a Xnited gloEal response 
to maMor infectioXs diseases� especiall\ +,9�
$,'6� 

1oZ� Zith 7rXmp EacN in office� eYer\one 
inYolYed in +,9 is on edge� and , Eet there 
are more pra\ers Eeing sent Xp than eYer� 
+is ´$merica )irstµ approach of h\per�
nationalism and disregard of gloEal affairs 
has set off alarms across the planet� +oXrs 
after taNing office on -anXar\ ��� 7rXmp 
ordered a ���da\ paXse on all foreign 
deYelopment aid� inclXding life�saYing 
programs liNe 3(3)$5� 

$ feZ da\s later� on -an ��� ´stop ZorNµ 
orders Zere issXed � meaning that patients 
ZoXld not get treatment and doctors� nXrses� 

laE technicians and all others fXnded E\ 
3(3)$5 and other 86 donor programs� 
ZoXld not get paid� 

$n ensXing Xprising from pXElic health 
adYocates aroXnd the Zorld sXccessfXll\ 
pressXred the neZ 7rXmp administration 
to lift the free]e on the distriEXtion of life�
saYing $59s� less than a ZeeN later on 
-anXar\ ��� 

7o sa\ the least� this is a great relief 
EXt Ze don·t NnoZ Zhat it means for the 
sXstainaEilit\ of oXr comprehensiYe +,9 
programs and greater health s\stems 
EXttressed E\ \ears of 3(3)$5 sXpport�

:hat impacts ZoXld a Zorst�case 
scenario³the total ZithdraZal of 86 
fXnding³ haYe on the end of $,'6"  
/et·s hope that *od can change the neZ 
direction in :ashington� %Xt if oXr pra\ers 
go XnansZered� Zhat·s ne[t" 6hoXld Ze 
transition to actiYism and self�sXfficienc\" 
More on this next week.

Mokone Rantsoeleba

National Agenda

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Re: SPECIFIED OFFICES DEFINED CONTRIBUTION PENSION FUND – 
RETIREMENT FUND INVESTMENT CONSULTING SERVICES

Tender Name: SODCPF – RETIREMENT FUND INVESTMENT CONSULTING 
                           SERVICES
Tender No:      SODCPF/TENDER/ICS/01/2025

BACKGROUND
The SpeciĮ ed Kĸ  ces DeĮ ned Contributi on Pension Fund (͚The Fund͛) is 
established by the SpeciĮ ed Kĸ  ces DeĮ ned Contributi on Pension Fund 
Act No.ϭϵ oĨ ϮϬϭϭ as amended (͚the Act͛)͕ Ĩor the beneĮ t oĨ politi cal oĸ  ce 
bearers͕ statutory oĸ  ce holders and other designated commissioners and 
senior government oĸ  cials͖ and Ĩor related matt ers. As at ϯϬth September 
ϮϬϮϰ͕ the Fund had ϭ ϲϵϲ acti ve Members and ϮϮϬ pensioners͕ ǁith total 
assets under management amounti ng to around M ϯϭϳ million. 

INVITATION TO TENDER
The Fund seeks eligible and suitably qualiĮ ed service providers Ĩor the provision 
oĨ the Zeti rement Fund /nvestment Consulti ng Services Ĩor a period oĨ three (ϯ) 
years.

TENDER DOCUMENT
/nterested bidders must obtain the tender documents on the Fund ǁebsite
www.pensionfund.org.ls. 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF TENDERS 
Tenders must be received by the Fund at the address speciĮ ed not later than 
the 28th FEBRUARY 2025 at 12:00 Noon. 

All proposals ǁill be opened the same day at ϭϮ:ϬϬ noon͕ in the presence oĨ the 
bidders ǁho choose to att end. �idders making inquiries or seeking clariĮ cati on 
oĨ the tender document may contact the Fund through the Ĩolloǁing email 
address: tenders@pensionfund.org.ls

 
Lesotho Highlands Development Authority 

 
Lesotho Highlands Water Project 

PHASE II 
 

Procurement of Professional Services 
 

The Lesotho Highlands Water Project (LHWP) is a multi-billion Maloti/Rand bi-national project which was 
established by the treaty of 1986 signed between the governments of the Kingdom of Lesotho and the 
Republic of South Africa.  The LHWP includes large scale civil engineering, socio-economic, public health and 
environmental disciplines. The Lesotho Highlands Development Authority (LHDA) (the implementing 
Authority of the LHWP) intends to procure the following Professional Services: 
 

Contract Number and Name Availability of 
Documents 

COMPULSORY Briefing 
and Site Visit  

Deadline for 
Submission 

Contract LHDA No. 6040: 
Professional Services for the 
Expression of Interest for the 
Operation of Polihali Primary 
School 

24 February 2025 
to 10 March 2025 11 March 2025 

7 April 2025 at 
14h00 

(Lesotho time) 

 
COLLECTION OF DOCUMENTS 
All Documents may be obtained during the periods indicated above at NO COST, from the Phase II project 
website http://www.lhda.org.ls/tenderbulletin/. 
 
Alternatively, for a non-refundable fee of M1 000.00, the documents may be collected from Lesotho 
Highlands Development Authority, 9th Floor Lesotho Bank Tower, Kingsway Street, Maseru, Lesotho 
between the hours of 9:00 and 15:00 during the dates indicated above. Proof of payment to the LHDA 
account must be provided at the time of collection of document. 
 
Banking details and specific information regarding this procurement can be obtained from LHDA’s website; 
http://www.lhda.org.ls/tenderbulletin/. 


