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Thanks for 
sharing your 

stories.



A little bit
about me

• High school honor roll (drama, student council, school paper, 
graduated 84 in New Berlin, suburb of Milwaukee, WI)

• Kicked closet door down 84/85
• Dropped out of college, moved to Chicago
• Waitress – fancy hotels and fine dining Indian
• Fired for insubordination 1992
• Seroconverted 95
• Weekly gay zine editor, writer, 

advertising salesperson, 
“sick – a body of work in progress” – 6 years

• CDPH consultant (Faces of AIDS, syphilis, substance use, 
abuse) – 6 years

• AIDS Foundation Chicago Sr. Director of Prevention Advocacy 
and Gay Men’s Health (Crystal Breaks, LifeLube, 
How Are You healthy?, IRMA, Project RSP, PrEP4Love) – 17 yrs 

• Jim Pickett Consulting – 2022, AVAC, Northwestern
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Backlash to Reconstruction 

3healthjustice.co

Convict Leasing image from page 138 of "The 

Southern states of North America" (Flickr)

An etching of Black families gathering the dead after the 

Colfax Massacre published in Harper's Weekly, May 10, 1873.
 Public Domain via Wikimedia Commons 

Source: Howard University Law School
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Source: Clarissa Uprooted; 
https://www.clarissauprooted.org/exhibit/the-
great-migration/; Map adapted from the 
Pathstone Antiracist Curriculum Project by 
mapmaker, Blair Tinker 

Fanning Out like Seeds, Carried by Hope: 
The Great Migration (1910-1970)

https://www.clarissauprooted.org/exhibit/the-great-migration/
https://www.clarissauprooted.org/exhibit/the-great-migration/
https://www.clarissauprooted.org/exhibit/the-great-migration/
https://www.clarissauprooted.org/exhibit/the-great-migration/
https://www.clarissauprooted.org/exhibit/the-great-migration/


Seeds Planted: New York City

5healthjustice.coSource of NAACP image: Bloomington NAACP

Legendary singer Billie 
Holiday with musicians 
including Ben Webster, 
left, and Johnny Russell, 
right, in Harlem in 1935. 
JP Jazz Archive, 
Redferns 

The Brotherhood 
of Sleeping Car 
Porters, Library 
of Congress
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Creating Counter Storytelling: The Storytelling Project 
Model by Lee Anne Bell

Adapted from Storytelling for Social Justice: Connecting Narrative and the Arts in Antiracist Teaching

Emerging/ 
Transforming

Stories
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Action 
Change
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Creating Counter Storytelling: The Storytelling Project 
Model by Lee Anne Bell

Adapted from Storytelling for Social Justice: Connecting Narrative and the Arts in Antiracist Teaching

Stock 
Stories



Stock Stories: The Stories that (Try to) Maintain the 
Status Quo

8healthjustice.coWe Need Journalism" by Daniela Yankova
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Creating Counter Storytelling: The Storytelling Project 
Model by Lee Anne Bell

Adapted from Storytelling for Social Justice: Connecting Narrative and the Arts in Antiracist Teaching

Stock 
Stories

Concealed 
Stories
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Concealed Stories: Have you heard of Robert Rayford?

Photo Source:  The BodyPro - https://www.thebody.com/gallery/article/st-louis-impact-project



Lift expectancy

North of Delmar: 67 years

South of Delmar: 85 years
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The “Delmar Divide,” 
St. Louis, Missouri

Sources: - https://nextstl.com/2017/09/breaking-delmar-divide/ ; https://syneoshealthcommunications.com/blog/patient-usa-the-delmar-divide

https://nextstl.com/2017/09/breaking-delmar-divide/
https://nextstl.com/2017/09/breaking-delmar-divide/
https://nextstl.com/2017/09/breaking-delmar-divide/
https://nextstl.com/2017/09/breaking-delmar-divide/
https://nextstl.com/2017/09/breaking-delmar-divide/


The Hyperinvisibility of Black Americans Early                  
in the Epidemic 
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13Sources: CDC MMWR. 1981;30(21):250-2; Nemoto et al. AIDS Educ Prev. 1999;11(2):129-48.

Absence in HIV
Epidemiologic Data

San Francisco 
Breakthrough 
(1996)

Source: “Marsha Johnson, Sylvia Rivera, and 
the history of Pride Month”, Smithsonian 

Institution (June 7, 2021).

The Erasure of Transgender Women 



'Women Don't Get AIDS, They Just Die From It'

14

Gran Fury Collective

Source: CDC MMWR. 1983;32(52):688-91.

January 7, 1983

CDC documents first cases of AIDS 
in cisgender women:

A 37-year-old Black woman
A 23-year-old Latina woman



The Activism That Changed Everything

15
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December 2, 1992

 

Katrina Haslip dies from AIDS 
complications one month before the 

victory she fought for.

Katrina Haslip

“I am, and have been, a woman with AIDS, despite the CDC not wishing to count me. 
We have compelled them to.”
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December 2, 1992

 

Katrina Haslip dies from AIDS 
complications one month before the 

victory she fought for.

Source: ACT UP
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January 1993

CDC revised AIDS definition to 
include conditions common 
in cisgender women

December 2, 1992

 

The Victory She Never Saw
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Creating Counter Storytelling: The Storytelling Project 
Model by Lee Anne Bell

Adapted from Storytelling for Social Justice: Connecting Narrative and the Arts in Antiracist Teaching

Resistance 
Stories

Stock 
Stories

Concealed 
Stories
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HIV Resistance Stories: Your Turn
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Creating Counter Storytelling: The Storytelling Project 
Model by Lee Anne Bell

Adapted from Storytelling for Social Justice: Connecting Narrative and the Arts in Antiracist Teaching
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Elizabeth LaPensée, Our Grandmothers Carry 
Water from the Other World

Beautifully Vibrant Afrofuturism Collages, by Kaylan 
Michel. Published on February 21, 2020. Licensed by Moss 

When vision fails, 
direction is lost. 
When direction is 
lost, purpose may 
be forgotten.

Parable of the Talents, 
Octavia Butler

Emerging Stories
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“There’s no single answer that will solve all our future problems.
   There's no magic bullet. Instead, there are thousands of answer - at 

least. You can be one of them if you choose to be.” 

Octavia Bulter
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